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Resolve and Resilience

This timeline traces the extraordinary life of Winston
Leonard Spencer Churchill, a man whose legacy was
forged through war, words, and unwavering will. From
his aristocratic birth at Blenheim Palace to his final
farewell with a state funeral watched by millions,
Churchill’s journey is marked by pivotal moments that
shaped Britain and the world.

PAUL EYRES Al L|FEI®T@&RNA\M@$B als and

concise historical s e$, this timeline
explores Churchi ion—from soldier
and war correspondent to Prime Minite obel laureate. It
highlights his early political battleg, h%ane y stand against
appeasement in the 1930s, his '@rtime leadership, and his
in

enduring influence in post-

N
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s$$ Born @ eim Palace, Oxfordshire

Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill was born on 30 November 1874 at Blenheim
Palace, the grand ancestral home of the Dukes of Marlborough in Oxfordshire,
\J England. Though born into
y aristocracy, Churchill’s
upbringing was shaped more
by tradition than by parental
PAUL EYRES Al LIFE STORY \\/ @l his fcher, Lord

Randolph Churchill, was a
prominent British politician
and the second son of the 7th

Duke of Marlborough, while his mother, Jennie Jerome, was a wealthy American
heiress from New York
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Churchill’s early years were marked by emotional distance from
hi rents, who were deeply involved

PAUL E YalponcearAnd boatttcostes s VO RK
primary caregiver and emotional

anchor was his beloved nanny, Mrs.
Elizabeth Everest, whom he

were otherwise lacking in his

childhood. Churchill later described @

affectionately called “Woomany.” She
provided the warmth and stability that %%

er as his “dearest and most intimate

PAUL EYinb ol dmbie o e MMER

From age two to six, Churchill lived in Dublin, Ireland, where his grandfather served

as Viceroy. During this time, he began his earliest education under a governess,
learning history, literature, and mathematics. Despite the grandeur of Blenheim
Palace and the privileges of his lineage, Churchill’s infancy was shaped by solitude,
imagination, and a yearning for affection

\ -
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[N At?e@&arrow School

Winston Churchill entered Harrow School on 17 April 1888, a prestigious boys’
boarding school near London. His admission was unconventional—he performed

\) poorly on the entrance Latin exam,
® answering only one question. However, the
headmaster, Mr. Welldon, saw promise in
Churchill’s broader abilities and admitted

PAUL EYRES Al LIFE ST Onltifaéytddnhfe rencer-churchil

Churchill’s academic journey at

Harrow was challenging. He
struggled with subjects like Latin and mathematics, which were
heavily emphasized at the time. He later reflected that exams
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seemed designed to expose his ignorance rather than showcase his
strengths. Despite this, h veloped a deep love for English and

PAU L E%éﬂééﬂ@&ié&ﬂéﬁﬁéﬁ&p\!vém& as a writer and
statesman

Socially, Churchill faced mockery from peers due to his

aristocratic background and academic standing. He was often

placed at the bottom of his class, and the phrase “Why, he’s

last of all!” became a common taunt. He frequently wrote to %
his mother, Jennie Jerome, pleading for visits or to be allowed %

to come home—requests she rarely fulfilled Q

PAUL EYRES B ol X MR K

Macaulay’s Lays of Ancient Rome, showcasing his remarkable \
memory and oratorical talent I

Later in life, he fondly recalled Harrow’s traditional school
songs, especially “Giants,” which he requested be sung during a wartime visit in

1940—a symbolic nod to his own journey of living up to great expectations

N\
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5® Entereg ilitary College, Sandhurst

After leaving Harrow School in 1892, Winston Churchill faced a new challenge:
gaining admission to the Royal Military College at Sandhurst. His academic record
V was unimpressive, and it took
Q him three attempts to pass the
v entrance exam. To prepare, he
enrolled in a “crammer”—a private
tutor focused on helping students
PAUL EYRES Al LIFE STORY? s Mty
succeeded in 1893, entering the
cavalry division

Unlike his earlier school experiences,
Churchill thrived at Sandhurst. The
military curriculum, which emphasized tactics, fortifications, and horsemanship,
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suited his energetic and practical nature far more than the rigid classical education
of Harrow. He found the training invigorating and excelled in areas that required

PAUL E ¥frfeidy|chfi dsaielmbéccyfpbC 8 lacng 20 out of 130

cadets

His time at Sandhurst marked a turning point in his life. It
instilled discipline, confidence, and a sense of purpose.
Churchill later wrote that these years were among the most

formative of his youth. He received his commission as

a Second Lieutenant in the 4th Queen’s Own

Hussars in February 1895, beginning a military career that
would take him to Cuba, India, Sudan, and South Africa—all

before his 26th birthday

PAUL EYRES ALLIEE STORY WO

n't view soldiering as a lifelong on. Instead, he
saw it as a stepping stone to political fam build a
reputation through daring exploits a ecognition. His
time at Sandhurst laid the foundatipn h his military
adventures and his emergence bli€figure
Churchill Enters po and Changes Parties

PAUL EYigges s IRE-§ FORY WORK

Winston Churchill began his political career in October 1900, elected as
the Conservative Member of Parliament for Oldham. His reputation as a war hero
and journalist—especially his dramatic escape from Boer

X
\ captivity—made him a popular figure in the “Khaki
X Election”

However, Churchill’s independent spirit quickly clashed
with Conservative orthodoxy. He was a staunch advocate
of Free Trade, opposing the party’s growing support
PAUL EYRES Al L|F Hor biob@fRfyi@ihégannes of ‘smpre kree
Trade.” This ideological rift deepened, and on 31 May
1904, Churchill made a dramatic move: he crossed the
floor of the House of Commons to join the Liberal Party,
sitting beside the fiery reformer David Lloyd George
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Churchill’s Liberal years (1904—1924) were marked by energetic

PAUL EYiRb Siordtin i, WORK ™

the Parliament Act of 1911, which curbed the power
of the House of Lords. As part of the Liberal
governments from 1906 to 1915, he rose rapidly,

serving as President of the Board of Trade, Home
Secretary, and First Lord of the Admiralty at the %
outbreak of World War I Q%

\

After the war, the Liberal Party began to fracture, and Churchill’s political fortunes

osthis gea 2 i t y further weakened
PAU L EXR(E:S Ig dE Smglaegpm}:{ nd seeking a

platform to oppose socialism, Churchill began edging back toward the
Conservatives. He ran as a “Constitutionalist” in 1924, won a seat, and
formally rejoined the Conservative Party in 1925

n\
Churchill’s dual party switches from Conservative to Liberal,

then back again—were contro Nritics accused him of
opportunism, but Churchi d)& his actions as principled
responses to changing pahifidal Idndscapes. He famously

PAUL EYRE sl LIRSS MR WETRR wine the same.

dominating pu

9
© QUMS

Appointed and Resigned as First Lord of the Admiralty after Gallipoli

In October 1911, Winston Churchill was

PAUL EYRES MBI SR ORY WORK

Though it was considered a step down from
his previous role as Home Secretary,
Churchill saw the Admiralty as a thrilling
challenge amid rising tensions with
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Germany. He threw himself into the role with characteristic energy, spending
months at sea aboard the Admiralty yacht Enchantress, visiting nearly every Royal

PAUL EYREsSnipilktE STORY WORK

Churchill was instrumental in modernizing the fleet, pushing for
the transition from coal to oil-powered ships, and introducing the
powerful Queen Elizabeth-class battleships armed with 15-inch

guns. He also helped establish a Naval War Staff and adopted\a new

strategy of distant blockade to counter Germany’s fortifi

Sea defenses “

When World War I broke out in 1914, Churchill was “geared up and happy,” having

prRpATi e m\?st 1y me a stalemate, he
PAU L E}f‘f}igﬁ bﬁ Ele]%gléﬁrgkﬁe eadlock: an My:@; the Dardanelles, aiming to

knock the Ottoman Empire out of the war and open a new front

The plan evolved into the Gallipoli campaign, beginning in early 1915. Initially
envisioned as a naval operation, it soon
required landings on the Gallipoli Peninsula.
The campaign turned into a costly disaster,

‘with heavy casualties and no strategic gain.
\Though Churchill was not solely responsible,
his reputation as a risk-taker made him a

PAUL EYRES Al L @ EOPPRTONCAANERPD |

I
Facing pressur onservatives in the newly formed
coalition go ,Prime Minister Herbert Asquith demoted
Churchill in 1915 to the ceremonial post of Chancellor of the
Duchy o caster. Deeply wounded, Churchill resigned from the
gov together in November 1915 and took a modest
C on the Western Front, serving with the Royal Scots
FusHjers

PAUL E BRI rmdislad sk s trtohs ot bl Ut L s dsign woul

prove vital in the years to come
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® 1916
PAUL EYRES Al LIFE STORY WORK

s& Rejoined the British Army and served
on the Western Front

After resigning from the government in the %
wake of the Gallipoli disaster, Winston %
Churchill sought redemption and purpose by Q

returning to active military service.

PAUL E thiNdvembésh 915 criosde@idiranes/ O
initially joining the 2nd Battalion Grenadi
Guards for front-line experience. Thou
offered a brigade command by Field Mar r John French, the
appointment was vetoed by Prim lisll-sbr Asquith, who feared
political backlash. Instead, Ch i s offered command of a

battalion
\\\,

On 5 January 1916, Churchill officially took command of the 6th Battalion, Royal

PAUL EYRESALLIFE STORY WORK ™™™

He led the battalion in a relatively quiet sector of the Western Front, near
Ploegsteert in Belgium. Despite the grim conditions—mud, rats, and constant
shelling—Churchill found a sense of peace and camaraderie among the soldiers. He
wrote to his wife Clementine, describing the trenches as “filth and rubbish
everywhere... but [ am happy here. I always get on with soldiers”

N d
C %s leadership was well-regarded. He was known for his
bravary, often visiting the front lines and sharing hardships with

PAUL R AL L LR s

humorous and admiring account of Churchill’s time in command

His military tenure ended in May 1916, when the 6th Battalion was amalgamated
with another unit, rendering his command redundant. Churchill returned to London
with his honour intact and a renewed sense of purpose. His time in the trenches
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gave him firsthand insight into the horrors of modern warfare—experience that
would deeply inform his later political decisions and speeches.

PAUL EYRES Al LIFE STORY WORK

® 1924 Crossed the floor to join the

Conservative Party
After serving on the Western Front in 1916, Winston Ch %
gradually re-entered political life. In 1917, Prime Mini

i
return to government during the final phase of

PAUL EY]B[& pA}eh—alEeEr& n Bagln
logistics. l(\

Following the war, Churchill held several senior posts, including Secretary of State
for War and Secretary of State for Air. However, as the Liberal Party declined and
fractured, Churchill found himself politically isolated. In the 1922 general election,
he lost his seat and was out of Parliament.

In 1924, Churchill returne t@ment as an independent
} “Constitutionalist” and
PAUL EYRES Al LI Q%S ORY WEORNY rejoined the
Conservative Party in
% 1925. He was soon
k\, appointed Chancellor of
the Exchequer by Prime
\/ Minister Stanley

: @ Baldwin, marking his full

political rehabilitation.

PAUL EYRES Al LIFE STORY WORK
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PAUL E X8 Ee30sWalhda gd st Thd YRRk or Nazi

Germany

During the 1930s, Winston Churchill found himself politically isolated in what he
later called his “wilderness years.” Though he had rejoined the Conservative Party in
1925, he held no cabinet position and was viewed by many as a troublesome
backbencher

Churchill was one of the few British politicians who § :
r

consistently warned about the dangers of Adolf H azi
n

PAUL E ‘Gdrblariy. 43 bakl¥asit9353, hé spakyé o\ﬁxﬁ@%;
nd the failure

rear
0 I% of Nations to
ﬁb& ollective security.

@ared that

peasement—making

x\k concessions to aggressive

powers—would only

?\\ embolden Hitler and lead to

PAUL EYRES Al LI S—§ ORY WwORK

Despite his pre nings, Churchill’s views were widely
dismissed. Tfie BXjtish public, still haunted by the horrors of World

War I, largely orted Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain’s
policy sement. Churchill’s speeches and articles were often
cens sidelined by influential media figures like Geoffrey

D of The Times and John Reith of the BBC, who were

sympathetic to Chamberlain’s approach

PAUL E urkehilh'spos|fohrdachedr ivhaly'y/fterfthxMunich
Agreement of 1938, in which Britain and France allowed Hitler to

annex the Sudetenland from Czechoslovakia. Churchill condemned
the deal as a “total and unmitigated defeat”, warning that it would
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not satisfy Hitler’s ambitions but rather encourage further

PAUL EVBEZS"Al LIFE STORY WORK

Though mocked as a warmonger and alarmist, Churchill’s steadfastness began to
earn respect as events unfolded. By 1939, with Germany’s invasion of Poland, his
warnings were tragically vindicated. On 3 September 1939, the day Britain declared
war on Germany, Churchill was appointed First Lord of the Admiralty, marking his
return to government and the beginning of his rise to wartime leadership

$
® 1940 %
PAUL EYRES Al LIFE STORY WORK XL

On 10 May 1940, as Nazi Germany launc %ﬂ eeping invasion
of Belgium, the Netherlands, and Franee, faced a crisis of
leaderghip.PNnte Minister Neville

Cha ain, weakened by his failed
li appeasement and the

us campaign in Norway, lost the

ﬁfidence of Parliament and resigned
PAUL EYRES Al LI E%ﬁ}h&\ﬁ MWQRRKrd of the

Admiralty, was called upon by King

\ George VI to form a government.
Though controversial among some

political \Q} Churchill was widely respected for his unwavering
oppdsitivp Jo Hitler and his reputation for bold leadership. He
ft% ah all-party coalition government, uniting Conservatives,
Labowr, and Liberals in a national war effort

PAUL EY R EisTing jpkdds § PR Rster\dy €3 Ry 1940, Churchill

famously declared:

“I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears, and sweat.”
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This speech set the tone for his wartime leadership—defiant, resolute, and
inspirational. Britain now stood alone against the Axis powers, and Churchill’s voice

PAUL E ¥elfedsig cly [depsisescf @Bty \WVORK

® 1945

& Lost the general election

NS

Despite leading Britain to victory in World War II, Winston Churchilland
the Conservative Party suffered a crushing defeat in the general election held on 5

PAUL EYRES AFLIFE STORY IWORR ="
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N
N\

witlpa War-weary public

N\
@“ td continue the
ntil Japan was
our leader Clement
sed, triggering the election.
11’S"campaign leaned heavily on
i ime leadership and
rnational vision, but voters were
R@W@Rﬂssues—housing,
employment, and social welfare.
Labour’s manifesto, Let Us Face the
Future, promised sweeping reforms
including full employment, a National
Health Service, and nationalisation of
key industries, resonating strongly

Churchill ha
wartime
defeated,
Attl

Churchill’s camEJal;En misfired. In one infamous speech, he warned
n

PAUL E i Gsoufvo

éad ohfe Mimdof €ddepe:

enforce its

policies—a remark that backfired and painted him as out of touch

with the postwar mood

Though personally popular, Churchill was seen as a wartime leader, not the man to

rebuild Britain in peace.
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The result was a landslide victory for Labour, which won 393

seats to the Conservatives’ _(ﬁéwi%a swi f11.7%—the largest
PAUL EY;/BHah psvial inbiors Gl R retuhelt i own seat in

Woodford, but his party was decisively ousted. Clement Attlee

became Prime Minister, ushering in a new era of social reform and
decolonisation

Churchill took the loss hard, declining the Order of the Gartgf with
the quip, “How can I accept the Order of the Garter whe:

people have just given me the Order of the Boot?” %
PAUL EYRES Al LIFE STORY WO
® 1951 Q
Returned as Prime Ministe L‘}
On 25 October 1951, Winston C ill I¥d the Conservative
Party to victory in the UK gene e®fion, marking his return
inNster at the age of nearly 77.
e Labour Party winning more votes

g Conservatives’
illlon—the Conservatives secured 321

k\, Parliament
\ This unusual outcome was largely due to the collapse of

the Liberal vote, which allowed the Conservatives to win

PAUL EYRES Al LI

Labour, led by Clement Attlee, had called the election
hoping to strengthen its slim majority from 1950, but

Q@ more constituencies under the first-past-the-post system.

internal divisions and public dissatisfaction with post-

PAUL E¥RESyAdkdstl:&d ORY WORK

Churchill’s campaign focused on building a “strong and free
Britain”, promising to tackle rising prices, improve housing, and
maintain the welfare state without further nationalisation. Voters
rejected Labour’s portrayal of Churchill as a warmonger and
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instead embraced his vision of stability and strength in a Cold War

PAUL EYRES Al LIEE STORY WORK

Following the result, Attlee resigned and Churchill was invited

by King George VI to form a government—his second term as
Prime Minister, nearly six years after his wartime leadership
ended. This victory marked the beginning of 13 years of
Conservative rule and Churchill’s final chapter as a nationalNgader

PAUL EYRESAI LIFE STORY WO %

s Awarded the Nobel Prize in Lit’e

In 1953, Winston Churchill was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature for

his “mastery of historical and biographical description as well as for brilliant oratory

in defending exalted human values.”

Churchill’s literary career s \N ades and included major
works suc p\» orld Crisis, Marlborough: His
Life and The Second World War, and A
PAUL EYRES Al H| i§hi-§¢ 4RipE Reoples. His
i eeches, which inspired Britain during
% est hours, were also considered part of his
ary legacy

Though honoured Churchill privately expressed disappointment that he had not
received the Nobel Peace Prize, which he felt better reflected his lifelong efforts
toward diplomacy and global stability

Due to health concerns, he did not attend the award ceremony in Stockholm; his
wife Clementine Churchill acceéted the prize on his behalf.

PAUL EYRES Al LIFE Y WORK
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& Retired from politics

Winston Churchill retired as Prime Minister on 5 April 1955, at the
age of 80, citing declining health and%ge.

He had served his second term si p
but by the mid-1950s, it was ¢ ge
and illness were affecting hjs 1ty*to

PAUL EYRES Al LIFEﬁWR”f’SW@ y Aytflony Eden,

is long-time deputy eign Secretary.

~~

Though he remained a Member of

Parliament for Woodford until 1964, Churchill gradually

withdrew from public life. His final years were marked

by reflection, v(rriting, and international recognition,

including honorary citizenship of the United States and
numerous accolades for his wartime leadership and literary achievements.

\v
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® 1965 %

}§ Receiv% ate funeral after his death

%\Qburchill's State Funeral (30 January 1965)

Winston Churchill died on 24 January 1965, aged 90,
Q after suffering a final stroke. His passing marked the
end of an era, and he was honoured with a state

PAUL EYRES Al LIFE STORY WORK ** ™

The funeral, meticulously planned under the
codename Operation Hope Not, began with Churchill
lying in state at Westminster Hall for three days,
where over 321,000 people paid their respects
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On 30 January, his coffin was carried through silent London streets to St Paul’s
Cathedral, accompanied by a 90-gun salute, military bands, and a Royal Air Force

PAUL E¥RES Al LIFE STORY WORK

The service was attended by 6,000 dignitaries, including six sovereigns, 15 heads of
state, and Queen Elizabeth II herself—a rare honour for a commoner

After the ceremony, Churchill’s coffin was transported by boat along the River
Thames, then by train to Bladon, Oxfordshire, where he was laid to rest
near Blenheim Palace, his birthplace

The funeral was watched by over 350 million people worldwide, a testament to
Churchill’s enduring legacy as a wartime leader and statesman
NS
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